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The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, 
we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance 
with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 
with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 
the emperor, or not?" But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for 
the tax." And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, 
"Whose head is this, and whose title?" They answered, "The             
emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the 
things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

                                                                                          — Matthew 22:15-22 
 

“Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not?” Jesus is being set up.  The Pharisees are trying to trick 
him and trap him with either a “yes” or “no”.  Tax evader or radical, either is a no win. 
 

Jesus appears mindful and present.  He is always much more clever and conscious and does not fall for 
the trick question and give a wrong answer.  I’d always be in more trouble than I was than before the 
question was asked.  He is always thoughtful and intentional.    
 

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperors and to God the things that are God’s.” 
 

You can look at that in many different ways, but I’d like to focus on two: 
The first is Tax versus gift.  A Tax is an obligation to a governing entity.  Jesus differentiates between a 
tax to Caesar and a gift to God. A gift is something freely given.  We give because God has given and 
continues to provide for us in abundance.  We give of our own free will because it fills our own need. 
 

The second is that Society and Government ask lots of us, but they should never get our ultimate            
allegiance.  Give to them what is limited, give to God what is infinite and that has ultimate value to you- 
your lives and your service. 
 

We receive money in exchange for our work.  Jesus helps us see that as long as we see ourselves beholden 
to the exchange of our time for money (and that money for security and possessions) we lock ourselves 
into that system.  It can become idolatry when we need it- when our desire for money outstrips our desire 
for God. 
 

Tying the societal need for security and money to our own lives, we are often forgetful about what is 
really important and God given, versus what is status due to norms and the expectations of those around 
us.    It is hard to make our own decisions without bias from what others may think. 
 
 

 

 
 

 



To get you thinking about that, I wanted to share a pivotal moment for me.  These are only visible in the 
rear view mirror and this one has really been a beacon for me in making other life choices.   I joined    
St. John’s in 1997 so in 1998, I was 40, had just gotten a promotion in a company I’d been with for 18 
years with a job I loved, had a girlfriend of 9 plus years, house in Boonton- the works.  I was in that 
point in life where acquisition and keeping up with my peers was “important”.  Or so I thought. 
 

Two things happened like sledgehammer blows.  First, my girlfriend left me.  At the time it was truly 
devastating and shook up my life. The second was after being called to Pittsburgh for a must attend 
meeting.  I was told my office was being closed and I would need to move to South Jersey and change 
to a job I would not enjoy, along with a pay cut. 
 

What was expected?  Nothing was holding me back from going towards security and a known pay-
check.  They would pay to move me.  Friends would miss me, but could visit.  I’m not a risk taker- I’m 
the cautious one, the engineer the logical one.  I’m the one that has my planner in front of me making 
decisions on the following March, so this called for some soul searching. 
 

I knew it would be an important choice, so I took my time.  I looked at what I’d be going to and what 
I’d be leaving.  I saw all those solid, wage earner responsible things in going where the company asked 
me to go.  They had invested in my future, I owed it to them.  I can see a bit of Caesar in that now. 
 

I didn’t take it.  Something was telling me my ties to Boonton, St. John’s, my friends trumped having a 
job.  I considered the freedom to reflect on my next path a gift, which it was.  I was blessed with count-
less gifts that year.  I’ve experienced so many other joys as a result of that decision.  
 

Being intentional with an emphasis of focusing on what meant the most to me helped guide me to the 
right choice.  Having faith that it would work out even if I was afraid at times was part of the journey.   
 

Take risks. Face every challenge with faith.  Give to God what is God’s. 
 

-   Sermon preached by Nancy Seus 
     St. John’s Stewardship Chair 
     Sunday, October 16th 
 

�
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Thanks to Nancy Seus and the rest of the Stewardship Committee, St. John’s had a rich Stewardship 
Week.  Small group meetings yielded personal stories about our struggles to practice stewardship 
and where we have met Jesus along our journeys.  Our Sunday worship and In-Gathering brunch 
celebrated the many gifts  we bring to  St. John’s  for the purpose of  spreading the Good News of 
God in Christ seven days a week.  St. John’s is not a Sunday congregation!  Our ministers are all the 
baptized who claim St. John’s as their home.  Our church is the town of Boonton and it’s surround-
ing communities. 
 

If you have not yet filled out a 2012 pledge sheet, please do.  Just the act of filling it out will give 
you an opportunity to reflect on how you plan to share the gifts of time, talent and treasure God has 
given you in the coming year.  It will also help St. John’s make plans for our ministry together in 
2012. 



October 16, 2011, was an important day for the residents of 
Boonton and the surrounding communities. It was a day in which 
dozens of neighbors, families and friends came together with 
community leaders to say, “No more!” No more senseless kill-
ings like the one that has left us all baffled and heartbroken.   
Nazish Noorani was a 27 year old mother of two little boys. She 
grew up in Boonton, just a short distance from St. Johns Church. 
Those who knew her, talked of her vivacious personality and 
loving nature. Pictures show a beautiful woman with a sparkly smile and kind eyes. We may never know 
the full story of why her husband allegedly chose to have her killed on that fateful night last August, but 
what we do know is that Nazish was not alone in her struggle with domestic violence. Every day women 
are     seriously hurt and killed by abusive partners.  
 

On October 16th, the Islamic Center in Boonton hosted an event to promote awareness and prevention of 
domestic violence. Moderated by our own Rev. Laurie, the program included a number of community 
and church leaders including Zillehuma Hasan, Executive Director and Board Treasurer of Wafa House, 
and Robert Bianchi, Prosecutor for Morris County. The event started with “Telling Amy’s Story” a   
compelling documentary from Penn State Broadcasting, and ended with a Q&A session with the audi-
ence. Expert speakers did a very good job explaining the variety of resources available to victims of    
domestic violence, and the role law enforcement plays in prevention. They also discussed some of the 
cultural norms, particularly within the Islamic community that sometimes prevent a victim from coming 
forward and asking for help. All in all, the session was insightful, and informative.  
 

Participants were then invited to be part of a 5:00pm Vigil to honor Nazish. Family members, mosque  
and church leaders led the way through the streets of downtown Boonton, and gathered outside the doors 
of St. Johns. One by one, the memorial candles were lit and shared among the crowd until the street was 
awash in a beautiful glow of candlelight. Poems were read, prayers were said and the crowd honored  
Nazish and the  many others who came before her. It was a beautiful and touching ceremony that none of 
us will forget. I can still see her father’s face as he got up awkwardly to thank the crowd for the love and 
support shown to his family. His eyes showed such pain and sadness for what has happened. But the gen-
tle nodding of his head and shy smile to the crowd let me know that Nazish’s life and death will not be in 
vain. Lives have been changed, relationships forged, victims saved.    
 

- Nancy Percent, Vestry Member 
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Every year St. John’s participates in a Christ-
mas Drive  coordinated by the Boonton Food 
Pantry to answer  “wish lists”   from local, 
low-income families.  Here’s how to help: 

 

There will be a Christmas tree in the parish 
hall starting Sunday, November 27th  
decorated with wish tags.  Each tag will 
have a gift request from one person.  Take 
as many tags as you  would like, purchase 
the requested items, and return them 
wrapped with the tag securely attached to 
the gift no later than  

             Friday, December 16th. 
 

If you have any questions please contact 
Laura Morehouse: 

laura@oneflightupdesign.com 

�
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In light of the death of Nazish Noorani (see p.3) 
it is particularly appropriate that St. John’s par-
ticipate in Jersey Battered Women’s Shelter’s 
“Communities of Light” event. 
 

Let’s Join together with communities through-
out the state to light the path of hope and safety 
for victims of domestic violence on 
 

Monday, December 12th at dusk 
 

Purchase a lantern or luminary kit for $10 at 
Light on Main Beginning Tuesday, November 
14th through December 12th.  All proceeds will 
benefit the Jersey Battered Women’s Shelter. 
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Calling all Shepherds, sheep, angels and heartless 
inn keepers!  Once again, Rosemary McLaughlin 
will direct our annual Christmas Pageant on  
 

     Sunday, December 11th at 4pm,   
 

so please let her or Rev. Laurie know if  your child 
will be participating.  Adult children are also welcomed!  There will be two rehearsals: Saturday,  
December 10th at 10am and Sunday right before the service at 3pm.  Stay tuned for costume 
fittings by Allie Moricz and Barbara Busch. 
 

Our pageant will be followed immediately by a Potluck Christmas Party and Cookie Swap at 
the  rectory.  Come one come all and bring a friend!  �



�

 
 

Light on Main will host the 3rd Annual Ten Thousand  
Villages Craft Fair from Thursday, December 1st 
through Saturday, December 10th.  On Friday, Decem-
ber 2nd, Saturday, 3rd and Saturday, 10th we will    
remain open until 8pm.  On the other days will be open 
during our regular store hours. 
 

Ten Thousand Villages sells fair trade crafts from entrepre-
neurs from around the world who are moving towards eco-
nomic self-sufficiency.   Want to reach out to your global 
neighbor in the spirit of Christmas?  Come Christmas 
shopping at Light on Main and/or volunteer to help keep 
the store open!  

 

 

The Recycled Toy Give Away began two years ago 
at Light on Main, providing local families with a 
way to make sure there are presents  under their 
trees for their children on Christmas Day.  This year, 
we have decided to expand it and offer gently used 
gifts that children can give to their parents.  Our 
own Julie Jennings will also be providing a craft  
table for all children to create gifts for loved ones 
 

Do you have new and/or very gently used items that would make a great gift for a   
parent to give to a child or a child to give to a parent?  Why not spread the holiday 
spirit by donating them to Light on Main’s Gift Give Away? 
 

The Gift Give Away will be held from Tuesday, December 13th through Saturday,  
December 17th during regular store hours at Light on Main.  Here’s how you can 
help: 
 

· Bring your very gently used items to Wilson House by Sunday, December 11th.  
Unfortunately, No stuffed animals will be accepted 

· Donate bags/ packaging for fragile items  and bring them to Wilson House 

· Donate Christmas wrapping paper, tape and ribbon  and bring them to Wilson 
House 

· Let Ellen know if you can help set up/ help pack  and/or clean up the store  
 

For more information please contact Ellen:  973-452-2496     Ekohn511@aol.com 

�



 

 
 

It was about a year ago, that the idea for Little Light was born.  My second-first born, Lucy, was 
about 3 months old and I was going through what typical new mothers face with sleep deprivation, 
and the like.  Grace in preschool, and we were not seeing the network of friends I had when she was a 
baby due to schedule conflicts, recently moving from Montclair to Boonton, and all of us just being 
plain busy with life.  Two of my closest friends had already had a second baby while our family had 
dealt with years of infertility, and while we finally had our completed family somehow there was still 
an out of place feeling of sadness and anxiety that lingered.  I’m sure the lack of sleep didn’t help.  
As a new mother, I looked for activities to do with Baby Lucy while Grace was at school, and they 
kind of needed to be free ones.  I found it ironic that when a mother is most vulnerable and in need of 
support, there wasn’t much out there for babies; even the Boonton Library programs didn’t start until 
18 months of age.  I was starting to feel isolated and not myself.  Something that I don’t think anyone 
would have noticed outwardly, but I felt it inside.  I wanted to do something positive.  I figured if I 
felt this way, then there must be others, and I felt strongly the need for something in the community 
that was free where mothers, fathers, or caregivers of young children could connect.   I thought of the 
Saint John’s Light on Main storefront, which at the time was just a year old.  It was one of the things 
that attracted me to the church in the first place because it got my attention:  Now there’s a church 
that is doing something! 
 

 I asked Rev. Laurie if we could talk about starting some sort of Tots and Worship group, like I re-
membered there was at my previous church in Verona.  She was more than receptive and said she 
was thinking about doing something like this too.  It seemed like it was meant to be.  We brain-
stormed for a name and finally came up with Little Light which we knew was perfect, and the group 
has evolved to more of a music sing-a-long /play-a-long/dance-a-long hoot-n-nanny with story time 
(insert Rev. Laurie’s awesome follow-up questions).   One day we started singing an old song and 
someone said, “I remember that when I was a child!” which felt great to have helped someone make 
the connection from their own childhood to their child’s.  Little Light is a positive reflection of  Saint 
John’s, and hopefully will inspire some to seek more of what the church is about.  But if no one 
“comes up the hill” as Laurie put it, the community outreach part of the group is very meaningful to 
me, and I was relieved to talk with Laurie recently and find out that she felt the same.  And if we have 
helped even one mother through a rough time than it will have been worth it.  Maybe that mother was 
me.  Happy Anniversary, Little Light! 
 

   -  Beth Cunningham 



 

 
It's hard to imagine, time has flown past so quickly, but LOM has been in operation for over two 
years.  Thank you to EVERYONE who has contributed to the success of St John's Mission on Main 
Street. 
 

Looking forward to ways that we can work together to improve our mission and service to commu-
nity, a committee has formed to review and create a "go forward" plan for LOM.  At the September 
meeting the group spent time envisioning what our dreams for LOM could be, sharing what we have 
heard from others in the congregation and in town, and brainstorming ideas for moving forward. 
 

Our mission statement continues to lead us in the right direction...Light on Main is an extension of   
St John's Episcopal Church. Our mission is to create hands on opportunities for all people to prac-
tice loving their neighbor as themselves". 
 

We left this first meeting feeling excited about what we had accomplished so far... LOM is an active 
part of the Main Street Community, it is a welcoming atmosphere to all, it is staffed by volunteers 
who are being changed by their interactions with the people who come into LOM, it is self-sustaining 
and is meeting the financial goals established in the budget. ALL GOOD !! 
 

We also left the meeting with a commitment to increase communication to the Congregation about 
LOM, to create a window display that tells the LOM story ( stay-tuned - that is a work in progress), 
to contact out-reach services to offer our space for meetings or events, and to continue building the on
-line bookstore effort. 
 

As we continue  to build our activity calendar for LOM we look to you for your ideas and your help 
to staff LOM ( even a couple of hours would be a huge assist to the regular core group of volunteers). 
Please reach out to George Bogart if you have an hour or two to share - I guarantee it is easy and re-
warding.  And, if you have ideas to share or questions to ask, please feel free to contact me  - I look 
forward to hearing them all!! 
 
- Martha Kagan, Vestry 



 
 

 

On our way into the store for a recent youth group shopping trip, I asked one of the kids about his grades. 
He said, “Last year I went from being a D student to an A student.” I inquired as to what secret he       
employed that could cause such an improved grade-point average and he surprisingly responded, 
“I started sharing my feelings.” 
 

He told me that with all the things that happened in his short life thus far (dad dying, living in a shelter, 
etc.) he was encouraged to speak with others about what he was feeling. He went on to explain that in the 
process of sharing his feelings, something became unclogged. That sharing relinquished him from some 
kind of blinder and helped him to see more clearly . . .focus better. I remember hearing him speak and 
then instantly thought about our Discernment Committee meetings and the work we've been doing there 
to see God’s command for my ministry more clearly. 
 

I have been thinking about ordination my entire St. John’s life. When Brian and I started attending        
St. John's three or four years ago I almost immediately came to Laurie's office (having only been a   
members for a few months) to let her know that I was sure I was being called to the priesthood. Thank-
fully the church has rules about overzealous newcomers and requires a two-year attendance record before 
one can fully pursue ordination. That being the case I have thought about and internally debated ordina-
tion since then, unable to arrive at any conclusions . . . unable to see clearly. 
 

My Discernment Committee meetings have been a process of talking about my feelings. They’ve been 
about getting together with others to pull out of my brain and heart the things that I had been considering 
and debating over these last few years. And just like the young man, I too have had a similar awakening, 
freeing, focusing experience which has allowed me to see many things more clearly.  By sharing my feel-
ings, I have, for the first time in years, finally heard God’s clearest response to the question of pursuing 
ordination: “NOT NOW MATT”. 
 

I am happy to report that since the conclusion of my Discernment Committee, God is making His path 
straight and clear.  On Friday October 29th I interviewed at NJ’s oldest CPE - Clinical Pastoral Education 
program (healthcare chaplaincy training) at Overlook Hospital in Summit and was accepted!  I begin 20 
hours of weekly hands-on clinical and classroom training in January of 2012.  With the ministries I     
currently participate in, I can only see benefits to those involved and myself as it relates to this train-
ing.  More than that, If God intends for me to remain accepting of the privilege that comes when people 
invite me into their uncertainty/suffering, my involvement must be done to the highest standard.  CPE 
training is the next natural step in that process.  Thanks be to God. 
 

— Matthew DiLauri, Eucharistic Minister 
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The season of Advent is a time of waiting and watching for the coming of God.   But  even as we  
prepare to welcome the infant Jesus, through prayer, reflection and repentance we simultaneously 
prepare ourselves for God’s holy reign.  Advent is the season when John the Baptist cries out to us 
“Prepare the way of the Lord!”  
 

The word “Revelation” comes from the Greek word apokalupsis which can also be translated 
“unveiling”.  The Book of Revelation was written in part to comfort first century Christians who 
were experiencing persecution by assuring them 
of the inevitability and imminence of God’s 
reign.  As such, it has been a source of encour-
agement for Christians in all times and in all 
places who have longed for the Kingdom of 
God.  Why not join us for our 4 sessions as a 
way to prepare yourself for the coming of  
Jesus? 
 

Thursday Dec. 1st, 8th , 15th and 22nd 
7pm at Light on Main �

 

 

 

 
 

Siddhartha  by Herman Hesse 
One of the most widely read novels of the twentieth century, Hermann Hesse’s 
Siddhartha explores the struggle of the soul to see beyond the illusions of humankind 

and achieve a deeper wisdom through spirituality. 

 Born into wealth and privilege, Siddhartha renounces 
his place among India’s nobility to wander the coun-
tryside in search of meaning. He learns suffering and 
self-denial among a group of ascetics before meeting 
the Buddha and coming to realize that true peace   
cannot be taught: It must be experienced. Changing 
his path yet again, Siddhartha reenters human society 
and earns a great fortune. Yet over time this life 
leaves Siddhartha restless and empty. He achieves 
enlightenment only when he stops searching and   
surrenders to the oneness of all.  

Get a copy and join us for the discussion at Light on 
Main at 7pm. For more information please contact 
Ellen at ekohn511@aol.com or 973-452-2496. 
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God calls the world into being and us to be 
a faithful community of witnesses and  
partners known as “the church”.  How have 
we  responded to this call in the  past?  
How do we best respond today?  The book 
of  Genesis is a good place bring these and 
other questions. 
 

Join us at 8:15 am at  
 

Venturini's Super Deli 800 Main Street 

�

 
 

What wonderful words they are.  How often the Psalms remind us of these 
words.  Did you ever think of putting these words into action?  There is a wonder-
ful ministry at St. John’s called The Choir, which affords us the opportunity to  
offer our time and/or talent fulfilling a portion of our individual stewardship, and 
also enriching the worship experience for all parishioners. 
 

Of course, most people will say “I can’t carry a tune in a bushel basket”.  Don’t 
worry, we will try to find you some type of basket.  Did you ever think that you 
may be a piece of a jigsaw puzzle waiting to be moved into the correct position? 
 

What better way to spend ninety minutes on a Thursday evening, 6:30 to 8:00 
p.m., than to join with fellow parishioners, learning new anthems, enjoying many 
stories and experiences of our Director of Music, Mark Davis.  It is a very enjoy-
able time and one that I look forward to each week.  One of the other benefits is 
that the pews in the choir loft are cushioned for additional comfort. 
I know you are out there in the congregation.  I can hear you during the proces-

sional hymn and the recessional hymn.  So 
since I know you can sing,   please stop by 
and see Mark after service on Sundays to 
express your interest in becoming a member 
of this ministry. 
 

Hope to see you on Thursday evenings. 

Your brother in Christ, 

George Bogart, Vestry 

�
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Thank you to Brian Noodt, The Events Com-
mittee, everyone who came out and especially 
those who purchased tickets so that all our 
neighbors who otherwise would not have 
been able to could come to our 1st Annual 
Carved Dinner Night & Cake Auction.  It was 
a blast!  We also raised over a thousand     
dollars for Light on Main. 

�

�

 

Morning prayer is an Episcopal         
service that includes the reading of 
psalms, Hebrew Scripture, the Gospel, 
contemporary lessons, intercessions 
and prayers of thanksgiving.          
 

Christians around the world come     
together for morning prayer every day.  
Why not join them?  It takes just 20 
minutes! 

Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at  

7:30 a.m. at  

506Main Street 

When you come into the 
church to see the lovely    
bouquets of flowers, and 
the flickering light of the  
candles.  Well!  You can 

be part of the lovely scene by signing up to buy  
flowers or wine/candle oil for a specific Sunday of 
your choosing.  
 

Sign up sheets are in the parish hall.  Make it in 
memory of someone, or in thanksgiving.  The cost 
of the       bouquets is  $35 and the bill will be sent 
by  Denville Florist to you directly.   The suggested  
wine/ candle oil price is $10, or more if you wish.    

Lent and Advent envelopes are available for       
donation towards special seasonal flowers that 
adorn the church.  Please consider any or all of 
these.     
 —  Allie Moricz, Warden 

�

St. John’s receives non-perishable food items 
for the Boonton Food Pantry and offers laying 
on of hands after worship at both the 8 and     
10 am services every Sunday.   

A collection basket is in front of the altar to 
collect food items.  You are invited to bring an 
item or two every week and leave it at the altar 
before or after services or on your way to      
receive communion. 
 

If you or someone 
you care for is in 
need of healing 
prayer, you are also 
welcomed to come 
to the altar after 
worship for prayer 
and anointing. 
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