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2/15 Tara Munn 
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Anniversaries 
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2/26 Jackie Simmons  
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If you want to know what is meant by “God’s will” in people’s 

lives, this is one way to get a good idea of it.  “God’s will” is cer-

tainly found in anything that is required of us in order that we 

may be united with one another in love. 

                                         A Body of Broken Bones, Thomas Merton 

 

I walked over to 6th and Jackson Street to meet the kids in my youth group.  There were 

roughly twenty of them enrolled, all between the ages of six and eight.   But when I got to 

the corner there were only seven kids waiting.   A designated mother was waiting too, base-

ball bat in hand for protection.  There’d been a  drive-by shooting the week before and 

many parents were nervous.  But the kids were punchy from being contained in their apart-

ments for a week, so when they saw me approaching, they cheered. 
 

After a bunch of silly games in the Synagogue’s community room (the mid-way point be-

tween the kids’ world and mine) we sat down to have juice and do a quiet activity.   I asked 

them to draw pictures of God.  These pictures are so important to me that I still have them, 

fourteen years later. 
 

A little boy named Eric drew a man with wings and a beard next to a smaller man.  Both 

were up in a sky full of stars.  I asked Eric to tell me about the picture and he said, “The big 

one is God and the little one’s my Dad.”  Eric’s Dad had been killed in a shooting himself 

when Eric was still a baby.  I asked him if he wished he could say something to his Dad.  

Eric nodded and started working on his picture again.  He added more stars in another color.  

They spelled out “Happy Birthday” up in his evening sky. 
 

Eight year old Michael’s drawing looked suspiciously like the Terminator.  His orange  fists 

were clenched and he wore a jagged scowl.   When I mentioned this, Michael agreed, “God 

has lots and lots of muscles and he’s very mean.” 
 

“Why do you think that?”  I asked, wanting to challenge this little boy’s idea of a vengeful 

God.  Michael’s  eyebrows furrowed, “Because God needs to protect me.”  Sufficiently 

humbled, I moved on to the next child. 

 



Gail was the youngest in the group.  Her God was way up in the air too, but I could not 

tell if it was a man or a woman.  The most distinctive feature of this God was a pair of in-

credibly long arms, with bubble-like fingers, reaching down from heaven to touch a little 

girl holding flowers.  I didn’t need to ask Gail about her drawing.   Clearly, there was 

nothing to teach these children about God. 
 

They are adults now.  Michael made a good career for himself in the military while his 

little brother, who I had a particularly soft spot for, wound up dealing drugs.   I have no 

idea what happened to Gail, but I’ve seen Eric bagging groceries at the A&P.  When I say 

hello, that big, quiet man smiles just like the little boy I knew and carried on my back 

down Jackson Street.   I don’t know how much the youth group mattered  to any of them.    

It mattered to me.  Those kids made my life bigger and sadder at the same time.   I still 

look at the world through the lens of loving them.  Their beauty and the tenuousness of 

their circumstances  forced me to care more about everything. 
 

Early on in ministry, I was warned by people who knew: “You’re not going to fix the 

world.”  It took easily a decade for me to believe this, but now that I know it’s true I no 

longer believe “fixing the world” is the assignment.  Instead, I think God asks us to seek 

each other out, to listen, to bear witness to each others lives and to risk a broken heart. 
 

Lent begins at the end of the month; a time of repentance.   One thing Jesus calls us to re-

pent is not using our eyes to see and our ears to hear.      Maybe along with giving some-

thing up during Lent, it would be a good discipline to take a little more of life in.  Could 

we allow ourselves to see a person it’s easier to ignore?   Could we sit and listen to some-

one different, someone we would not have known or chosen, were it not for God? 
 

It can’t happen without an investment of time and a willingness to be uncomfortable.  It 

also can’t be done without the risk of having your world view challenged and maybe get-

ting your heart a little broken. 
 

Is it worth it for Love’s sake? 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

 

 

 

The Reverend Laurie Jean Wurm 

 

                     

 

 

UP COMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS CONTINUED...  

 

Saturday, February 7th, 1:00 p.m. 

Side Door Brain Storming Meeting, Matt DiLauri & Brian Noodt’s house 

103 Fairview Avenue, Boonton, NJ  07005  

 

Wednesday, February 11th, 6:00 p.m. 

Rev. Laurie at Diocesan Council Meeting, Episcopal House  

 

Thursday, February 12th, 8:30 a.m. 

Boonton Ecumenical Council Meeting  

 

 

Tuesday, February 17th, 7:00 p.m. 

Cedar Hill CDC Board Meeting, Wilson House  

 

Saturday, February 21st, 9:00 a.m. 

Garden Committee Meeting  

 

Tuesday, February 24th, 6:00 p.m. 

2nd Annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Flip & Dinner, Parish Hall  

 

Tuesday, February 24th, 7:00 p.m. 

Finance Committee Meeting  

 

February 25th, Ash Wednesday Services 

Noon at St. John’s  

7:30 p.m.  Ecumenical Service at Boonton United Methodist Church  

 

Thursday, February 26th, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Finding Faith Forum with Rabbi Daniel Brenner 

 

Friday, February 27th, 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. 

Cedar Hill CDC Birthday Party, VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

Saturday, February 28th, 9:00 a.m. 

Vestry & Rector Mutual Ministry Review  

 

 

 

  



 

Much to the joy of her parents, Paul 

and Tara,  and the delight of her  

Sister Abby and her brother Griffin, 

Emily arrived on January 10th.   

Welcome to the  

St. John’s family too Emily! 

 

During every Thursday of Lent, a visiting 
speaker attend the Adult Forum to talk 
about how they found their faith and the 
way it shapes their everyday lives.  The 
speakers will be from a wide variety of 
experiences and traditions. 
 
On Thursday, February, 26th, we will 
welcome Rabbi David Brenner, the    
Director of the Center for Multifaith 
Education at Auburn Theological  
Seminary.  Dinner at 6:30 & conversation 
from 7-8 p.m.  Please let Rev. Laurie 
know if you plan to attend! 

UP COMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS    

 

Sunday, February 1st, 10:15 Service 

Kid’s Sunday Followed by Bowling Show Down! 

 
Wednesday, February 4th, 7 p.m. 

Communications Committee Meeting, Wilson House 

 

Thursday, February 5th & 19th, 9:30 a.m. 

Worship Service at Victoria Mews 

 

February 5th, 12th, 19th, Thursdays 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Inquirer’s Meeting, Wilson House  

 

Saturday, February 7th, 11:30am 

Altar Guild Meeting, Wilson House  

 

 

There was a common thread in the one on one conversation that I had with Davis Haefel 

at the annual meeting as well as what I’ve heard from most of your stories.  It was a feel-

ing of coming home, an experience of being welcomed and wanted and being comfortable 

in St. John’s. Whether it was 1, 5, 10, 20 or 40 years ago, you can still remember what it 

felt like and what makes you call this place your church home.  It’s not the buildings.  It’s 

not the stained glass windows or the candles.  It’s the warmth and sincerity of the mem-

bers of St. John’s!  

 

I remember Jane Mueller welcoming me like a dear friend and Leah asking about how I 

was doing two weeks later and being genuinely glad to see me.  It was the first time I’d 

been to a new church where I felt seen, heard and cared about.  Each time I walk through 

the doors, I am prompted to pay it forward- to return that kindness to someone else. 

 

As we continue to serve others in this challenging year, keep an open heart and a willing 

spirit to welcome everyone in celebrating what we have been given.  If you don’t know 

who they are- introduce yourself!  

 

In love and stewardship, 

 

Nancy 

 
St. John’s Needs YOU! 

Do you have an hour a month, some time on a 
weekend, or a few hours here or there from 
home to help build up the community at St. 
John’s?  If so, please check out the Bulletin 
Board in the Parish Hall and sign up for one (or 
more!) of the Committees.  We need volunteers 
to do everything from preparing for worship to 
greeting new comers at our door to teaching 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music – A Magnet 
 

Recently we’ve been discussing ways to bring more people into the St. John’s fam-

ily.  The music and choir of our church can be a powerful attraction.  Visitors are 

impressed with the charms of the building, and the beauty of our organ’s sound.  

Our choir is doing very well, but we really need more singers.  We have two or three 

sopranos, two altos, two tenors, and four basses.  As long as everyone comes, we 

can sing well. 

 

If we had just one extra person on each part, however, our sound would improve  

immensely. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrove Tuesday is traditionally a time to 
get rid of all of the rich foods in the house 
to prepare for Lent.  Pancake Dinners have 
become a fun way end the Season of Epiph-
any and begin the most important season 

of the church year. 
 

St John’s Pancake Dinner will be held from 
6-8pm on Tuesday, February 24th in 

the Parish Hall.   

 

Get your flipping   

wrists ready! 

 

 

Ash Wednesday begins Lent, the Season of 
reflection and  repentance that make us ready  
to receive the Good News of Easter.   Please 
consider holy disciplines such as prayer, Bible 
study, fasting, charity and  practicing         
forgiveness during this holy season.  And  
please consider beginning your observance of 
Lent  at one of the Ash Wednesday Services. 
 

Noon Service:  St. John’s  
 

7:30 p.m: Ecumenical Service 

Boonton United Methodist 

626 Lathrop Avenue  

 

 

                                                                    

                             

 

 
The children were ready to return to school and after-care after a nice long holiday break.  We 

are getting an old fashioned NJ winter this year and the snow and cold temperatures have 

been keeping the children inside except for our daily walks from school to St. John’s Parish 

Hall.  A big thank you to parishioner Barbara Busch who has been eagerly knitting colorful 

mittens for forgetful children (and kittens) to wear on these frosty days. 

 

The month of January brought Martin Luther Kings Jr. birthday-this being an historic year 

with the inauguration of our first African American president the children created a “I Have A 

Dream” banner”  The banner was designed by one of our students Zanib Ahmaad who attends 

the local mosque here in Boonton. 

 

The design incorporates the handprints of the children and each child had the opportunity to 

mix flesh colored paints to exactly match their skin tones.  Then in each handprint their own 

dream. 

 

With permission granted by the Mayor Cy and the Board of Alderman of Boonton-the banner 

has been placed on the boardwalk on Main Street in Boonton for the week of the Dr. Martin 

Luther King birthday and the welcoming our new 44th president Barack Obama. 
 

The children feel lucky to live in such historic times.    

Help make sure that no child goes uncelebrated!  
Our February Cedar Hill CDC Birthday Party will 
be on Friday, 2/27.  Could you come with a cake, 

decorations and a party game or two from 

 2:30-4:30 pm?   The kids would be so grateful! 

Please see Rev. Laurie for details. 


